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New NiNestAr 
BoArd director
A t this year’s annual Meeting, shelly Kleiman 

was voted in as a new director on ninestar con-
nect’s Board of Directors. she is representing 

District 7. 
shelly graduated from new palestine High school 

and currently works on the family farm. previously, 
she worked as a medical assistant and office man-
ager at anderson Family practice for 24 years. she 

is a member of 
the psi iota Xi 
philanthropic 
sorority, active 
in her church 
and has worked 
on numerous 
fundraisers for 
the school over 
the years. 

shelly is inter-
ested in helping 
the community 
and learning 
new ways to 
conserve energy 
economically. 
she believes in 
insuring the 
diversity and 

competition with other utility companies and is also 
interested in the future of communication and ener-
gy and where it will take us in the future. 

at the april ninestar board meeting shelly was 
assigned to serve on the membership and policy/
bylaws committee.

shelly and her husband greg have been married for 
more than 42 years and have two children, nicholas 
and natalie. 

A friendly 
bowling 

competition was 
held between 

NineStar Connect 
and Hancock 

Regional Hospital 
to benefit the 
Hancock Hope 

House.
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c o v e r  s t o r y

Julie
young

writteN By

tHe lAy of tHe lANd
it’s no surprise that with the 

number of landlines and cell 
phones in central indiana, the 
amount of numeric combina-
tions within the 317 area code 
have been exhausted and a new 
463 area code has been issued 
to share the load. this is 
known as a single concentrated 
overlay in which a high growth 
portion of an area has to adopt 
a new area code. this will not 
only replenish the supply of 
phone numbers in indianapolis 
(and its suburban market) but 
it also means a change in the 
way folks make local calls. 

the indiana utility 
regulatory commission 
(iurc) approved the use of 
the overlay method for the 
new code in april 2015, follow-
ing a nine-month proceeding. 
the case included a public 
comment period and a series 
of five public field hearings 
throughout the indianapolis 
metropolitan area. the tele-
communications industry and 
the indiana office of utility 
consumer counselor (oucc) 
both recommended the overlay 
approach in testimony before 
the commission.

unlike the change several 
years ago in which some 317 
numbers were converted to 
a 765 exchange, the new area 
code overlay will not change 
your existing number. if your 
current area code is 317, it 
will remain 317, but if you add 
a line beyond october or if 
neighbors move in, they will 
most likely have the new 463 
area code. what will change 
however, is the way in which 
you dial direct. 

starting in september, you 
will be required to use 10 dig-
its instead of seven for local 
calls (long distance numbers 
will still require a 1 in front of 
the area code). Bill westfall, 
ninestar’s network operations 
supervisor says no matter if 
you are calling across town or 
across the street, you will need 
to dial all 10 digits. 

“change is always hard to 
get used to but this is a change 
we saw coming, even though i 
think it happened a lot faster 
than anyone expected. cell 

phones and traditional land 
lines have eaten up the 317 
numbers so a new area code 
had to be added,” he said. 

GrAce Period
in order to help members pre-

pare for this change, from now 
until the official conversion 
on sept. 17, anyone can begin 
using all 10 digits when they 
dial. it will not cost anything 
extra to do so, nor will there 
be a charge once the overlay 
goes into effect. all calls that 
were considered local calls 
before the switch will continue 
to be local and members will 
still not be required to dial an 
area code for numbers such as 
911, 211, 611, etc.

“our individual habits of 
picking up the phone and 
dialing seven digits will 
undoubtedly be the biggest 
challenge to the conversion,” 
said Julie Mitchell, ninestar’s 
subscriber Billing Manager. 
“old habits are hard to break 
and for the vast majority of us, 
we have always dialed seven 
digits.” 

another aspect of the over-
lay that members need to be 
aware of is how it affects your 
speed dial and programmable 
devices that may have gotten 
used to only dialing seven 
digits. Folks who have fax 
machines, security systems, 
dial up modems or businesses 
with pBX systems will want to 
contact their providers to find 
out if their technology needs 
to be reconfigured. Many of 
these machines are already 
set up to handle a 10-digit dial-
ing system, but it is important 
to make sure in order to be 
secure in the knowledge that 
your systems are ready to go. 

“that is one thing that you 
will want to check in on,” 
westfall said. 

naturally everyone expects 
there to be a learning curve 
as this change takes place and 
for those who have trouble 
programming their machine 
or getting used to the process, 
ninestar is ready to help. 

“customer service along with 
our 24/7 support center are 
hear to provide ongoing sup-
port as we acclimate ourselves 
to 10-digit dialing,” Mitchell 
said. “we can be reached at 
317-326-3131, 866-326-9848, or at 
www.ninestarconnect.com.”

Avoid the 
hAng up 

mt. verNoN trAck 
ANd field scoreBoArd 

N inestar connect was proud to 
help sponsor the new scoreboard 
for Mt. vernon’s track and Field 

teams. pictured are greg roach who 
will be the principal of Mt. vernon 
High school starting in the fall of 2016 
and ninestar’s Marketing Director, 
David spencer. 

n e w s

New voicemAil 
iNstructioNs 

s tarting June 16, phone custom-
ers will be set up with a new 
voicemail system which offers 

many new features. with the new 
system, you will be able to access 
your voicemail via the web and a 
new email notification feature will 
allow you to send voicemail messages 
to your email account. Best of all, 
your monthly charge for your new 
enhanced voicemail will remain the 
same. 

a letter was recently sent to all tele-
phone customers containing infor-
mation on the new system as well as 
instructions on how to set up your 
voicemail greeting. along with the 
letter, a user guide was enclosed for 
more detailed information on how to 
use the new system.

as always, if there are any ques-
tions, please feel free to contact our 
customer service Department at 317-
326-3131. 

o
n sept. 17, ninestar connect 

members will have a whole 

new way to “phone home” – and 

anywhere else for that matter. 

that is the date that the new area code 

overlay goes into effect, but you don’t 

have to wait to begin using the new 

calling procedure. you can prepare for 

the change right away! 

wHAt you Need 
to kNow ABout 
tHe coNversioN
Members can begin 

using the new area code 
and 10-digit dialing 
procedure now until the 
Sept. 17 conversion.

You will not be charged 
extra for any calls with 
the new 463 area code. 
All calls that were local 
before remain local calls. 

The dialing procedure 
is simple: dial the area 
code and the number 
you are calling. (All long 
distance calls will still 
require a 1 before the 
area code).

Your existing area 
code will not change. 
If you had a 317 area 
code before, it will 
remain your area code. 
However, if you add a 
line or purchase a new 
cell phone after October, 
it is likely that you will 
have a 463 area code. 

Be sure to check all 
of your direct dialing 
equipment to ensure 
that it is ready for the 
conversion. (e.g. Fax 
machines, security 
systems, PBX systems, 
dial-up modems, etc.).

Ninestar is here to 
help as this conversion 
takes place. Just call 
at 317-326-3131, 866-
326-9848 or visit www.
ninestarconnect.com 

PrePAre for tHe AreA code overlAy Now



e D u c a t i o n

A
t this year’s annual Meeting, 15 names were 

announced for the 2016 scholarship program for 

children of ninestar connect’s members. 

the students have to be a 2016 graduating high school 

senior and have a seven semester minimum cumulative 

grade point average of 2.75 on a 4.0 scale or its equivalent 

at the time of the application. each scholarship winner 

received $1,000.

Here are the names of this year’s winners: 

doNuts for film crews

A s an appreciation for all their hard work 
throughout the year, ninestar surprised the 
video/film crews of Mt. vernon and greenfield-

central schools with breakfast one morning. these 
particular students not only help provide video 
content for ninestar’s channel 9 while they are at 
school but many hours after school filming various 
games and activities. a big “thank you” to each and 
every one of them for all they do for ninestar Films!

iNtroduciNG our 2016 
scHolArsHiP wiNNers

n e w s

mooN BuGGy doNAtioN 

G reenfield-central students once again 
participated in the nasa Human 
exploration rover challenge at the 

Marshall space and rocket center in Hunts-
ville, alabama. this is a year-round project 
that takes dedication and brain power, as 
well as physical strength to be able to move 
the rovers to the front of the line. the chal-
lenge brings teams from around the world, 
including places as close as ohio, illinois, 
west virginia and as far away as puerto 
rico, germany, russia and Japan. 

the g-c team entered two rovers. Both 
teams finished strong with one team finish-
ing second as the other team finished fifth 
in the high school division. overall (includ-
ing high schools and colleges worldwide), 
the teams finished fourth and 11th. scott 
Kleine, one of the advisors, mentioned, 
“next year, we will be creating, designing 
two new rovers. with that comes new chal-
lenges along with learning what will work 
and what won’t. the biggest thing we have 
found from this year is our rovers need to 
be more lightweight. with making the rov-
ers lighter, they can be faster. it is definitely 
an ongoing evolution of what needs to be 
added verses what needs to be taken away.” 

additionally, it was with great honor that 
governor Mike pence’s wife Karen, heard of 
their accomplishments and visited the g-c 
rover team. they invited her along with 
g-c principal steve Bryant, Mayor chuck 
Fewell, school board members, among oth-
ers to see the rovers, receive a tour and 
hear a presentation and video highlighting 
their hard work and achievements. as a 
good sport, the First lady of indiana, Karen 
pence, even took a ride on one of the rovers. 
unfortunately, the weather didn’t permit 
them to go outside but they wheeled around 
the workshop and she gave a happy two 

thumbs up! 
ninestar connect is a proud sponsor of 

this program. it's an honor to be able to be a 
part of something that is so unique, excep-
tional and rewarding. if you or someone 
you know would like to donate to the nasa 
rover challenge, go to www.gchsrover.com 
and click on “Donate gcHs rover.” while 
you are there, you can also view the video 
presentation that was shown to First lady 
pence. 

w o r K s H o p s

BowliNG tourNAmeNt

o n april 16, a friendly bowling competition was 
held between ninestar connect and Hancock 
regional Hospital to benefit the Hancock Hope 

House. each team donated $500 to the Hancock Hope 
House for their participation. a trophy and bragging 
rights were awarded to the winner of the tourna-
ment along with thrift store dollars to the highest 
and lowest bowler score. 

at the end of the night, Hancock regional Hospital 
was the frontrunner and took home the trophy. a 
lot of fun was had by all and banter talk has already 
started for next year’s competition.
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AmANdA florA 
GreeNfield-ceNtrAl HiGH scHool 

(dAuGHter of dAve 

& cArol florA) 

tyler GoAd 
mt. verNoN HiGH scHool 

(soN of BrAd & kellie GoAd) 

cole cocHArd 

eAsterN HANcock HiGH scHool 

(soN of tim & kAreN cocHArd) 

lily erleweiN 
mt. verNoN HiGH scHool 

(dAuGHter of dANe & BJ erleweiN) 

GArek ferGusoN 
eAsterN HANcock HiGH scHool 

(soN of GABe & Jody ferGusoN) 

mAkeNZie fisk
GreeNfield-ceNtrAl HiGH scHool 

(dAuGHter of keNt & kim fisk) 

NAtAlie murdock
uNiversity HiGH scHool  

of iNdiANA 

(dAuGHter of ANtHoNy 

& lAtrece murdock) 

meGAN stiNsoN 
cAtHedrAl HiGH scHool 

(dAuGHter of Jim & kim stiNsoN) 

kAtHeriNe tHiBodeAu 
lutHerAN HiGH scHool 

of iNdiANAPolis 

(dAuGHter of dAvid 

& reBeccA tHiBodeAu) 

sydNey HeNdersoN 
mt. verNoN HiGH scHool 

(dAuGHter of Jim & cAtHy 

HeNdersoN) 

rAcHel visNAck 
GreeNfield-ceNtrAl HiGH scHool 

(dAuGHter of tHomAs 

& doNNA visNAck) 

tessA HuBer 
GreeNfield-ceNtrAl HiGH 

scHool (dAuGHter of BriAN 

& toBy HuBer) 

emily weBer 
New PAlestiNe HiGH scHool 

(dAuGHter of cHris 

& deBrA weBer) 

kiNZie krAmer 

eAsterN HANcock HiGH scHool 

(dAuGHter of stAcie sArBer) 

oliviA mcBride 
GreeNfield-ceNtrAl HiGH scHool 

(dAuGHter of BriAN 

& trAcy mcBride) 

ninestar connect strongly supports 
the youth of our community and 
is thrilled to sponsor and offer 

scholarships for the next generation 
of professionals. congratulations to 

all graduates of 2016! 

NineStar was a proud sponsor of the pro-
gram. Pictured are Scott Kleine who assists 
the students in building the Rover along with 
NineStar’s Marketing Coordinator, Christa Riggs. 
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i n  t H e  n e w s

former BoArd 
memBer mAlcolm 
fAdely PAsses AwAy

m alcolm Jay Fadely, 77, resident of 
sulphur springs, passed away at 
Hickory creek nursing care in new 

castle on Feb. 27, 2016 after an extended 
illness.

He was born in Muncie, indiana, april 
29, 1938 the son of Keith carlton and Mary 
Blanch rutherford Fadely.

He was a 1956 graduate of sulphur 
springs High school and a veteran of us 
army national guard.

He was a 75-year member of the sulphur 
springs christian church, 50-year mem-
ber of the sulphur springs Masonic lodge, 
a member of the Knights of pythias, a 
50-year member of the sulphur springs 
lions club, he was awarded the sagamore 

of the wabash by 
the governor of 
indiana, and was 
a member of the 
Murat shrine 
and new castle 
shrine club.

He had been 
a member of 
the union state 
Bank Board of 
Directors and 
was a town 
Board member 
for many years. 
in addition, 
he served on 
the board of 

directors for Hancock rural telephone 
corporation, now ninestar connect from 
1987-1993. 

He and his family had operated Fadely's 
grocery store in sulphur springs for 
many, many years.

He was preceded in death by his parents, 
a twin brother: Meredith Kay Fadely.

survivors are his sisters: Mary 
whitworth (richard) of springport and 
Barbara stohler (ermil) of naples, Fl, 
niece: Marilou Jakubielski (adam) of 
Bonita springs, Fl, nephew: stephen 
stohler of naples, Fl, 5 great nieces and 
nephews: tristan and taryn stohler, 
Jenna, ty, and ava Jakubielski, nephews: 
tim whitworth of anderson and tony 
whitworth of pleasantville, ca, lifetime 
friend: Jim garrett of Middletown, his 
group of angels: lisa, stormy, Donna, risa, 
shirley, Misty, rodney and lori, Melissa, 
Marjorie and Don and Deidre, and two 
very special nieces: leah and latisha.

o B i t u a r y
s e v e r e  w e a t H e r

n i n e s t a r  n e e D  t o  K n o w

Before tHe storm 
Make sure your cell 

phone is charged. 
consider purchasing 
an external battery 
charger for your 
phone to charge it 
without electricity.

program the num-
ber of your electric 
cooperative into your 
cell phone. this will 
make it easier to 
report a power out-
age.

Have a battery-
operated radio avail-
able so you can stay 
updated on the latest 
weather watches and 
warnings.

remove dead or rot-
ting trees on your 
property that could 
cause damage to 
power lines or your 
home during a storm. 

unplug appliances 
and other electrical 
items, such as com-
puters. Damage can 
occur from power 
surges as a result of 
lightning strikes.

Have an emergency 
kit ready and create 
a family communica-
tion plan.

duriNG tHe storm
Don’t use corded 

phones or electri-
cal devices that are 
plugged in. 

plumbing and bath-
room fixtures can 
conduct electricity. 
use with caution.

if caught outside 
during a storm, 
move to a low point 
because lightning 
hits the tallest object. 
get in a crouched low 
position if you are in 
an exposed area. stay 
away from water and 
metal objects.

Do not leave your 
vehicle during a 
storm. while inside 
your vehicle, don’t 
use electronic devic-
es. if a downed power 
line falls on your 
vehicle, stay in the 
vehicle unless it’s life 
threatening. call 911. 
if you must exit the 
vehicle, shuffle away 
with small steps, 
keeping your feet 
together at all times.

followiNG tHe storm
Be aware of hazards 

from exposed nails 
and broken glass.

to avoid the chance 
of a fire or explosion, 
use a flashlight, 
instead of a candle or 
torch, to inspect your 
home in the dark.

since downed power 
lines could still be 
energized, do not 
touch them or any 
objects in contact 
with them. call 911 
to report the downed 
lines. 

if you notice frayed 
wiring or sparks, or 
smell a burning odor, 
shut off the electri-
cal system at the 
main circuit breaker 
immediately.

Know how to prop-
erly use portable 
generators if you lose 
power during the 
storm. 

if spring comes in 
like a lion instead of 
a lamb, know how to 
keep yourself, your 
family and your 
property safe from 
harm during a severe 
storm.

m any of us probably missed 
one of the most significant 
“social earthquakes” that 

occurred earlier this spring. no, 
i’m not talking about our current 
political environment but rather 
a true generational passing. and 
it’s something that i’ve began 
thinking a lot about lately.

with little fanfare and news cov-
erage, the Baby Boom generation 
(born between 1946-1964) ceased 
being the largest generation in 
america about two months ago. 
now the Millennial generation 
(born between 1982-2000) is the 
largest generation in america 
and we will begin to see the 
decline of the large influence that 
the Baby Boom generation has 
had for nearly the last 50 years in 
this country.

Just as no one could have pre-
dicted in the early 1970’s the 

impact on american society and 
culture from the Baby Boom gen-
eration, i doubt anyone today can 
accurately forecast what changes 
lie in store from the Millennials. 
nonetheless, 
ninestar is in the 
utility business. we 
are making capital 
investments today 
in infrastructure 
that are expected to 
last for decades. as 
such, it is incum-
bent upon the 
board of directors 
and management of 
ninestar to begin 
contemplating 
a world soon-to-be dominated 
by the Millennials in order to 
ensure that the investments we 
are making today will serve this 
generation well into the future.

to be sure, Millennials are just 
coming into their own, entering 
the workforce and purchasing 
homes. while they will continue 
to evolve as a generational force 

for many years in 
the future, we do 
have some sense as 
to what might be 
coming. 

First and fore-
most, we know that 
Millennials are 
truly the first “digi-
tal generation” hav-
ing grown up in the 
information age and 
having never lived 
without computers. 

where many of us Baby Boomers 
have had to be “technology adopt-
ers,” they are very much tech-
nologically savvy and are con-
nected to technology like no other 

generation that has come before. 
they believe in and often demand 
change utilizing technology. For 
example, Millennials are totally 
comfortable doing all of their 
banking and bill paying online 
and often won’t do business 
with companies that do not have 
a way to engage them online. 
Millennials are genuinely skilled 
at multi-tasking and are highly 
impatient consumers of informa-
tion and services.

so what is ninestar as a coop-
erative utility doing to prepare 
for this Millennial generation? 
we are making our electrical grid 
smarter and our communications 
systems faster and both systems 
more resilient and capable of 
being self-managed by the mem-
ber-consumers who use them. in 
the upcoming years, we are likely 
to have technology options that 

allow our members to program 
their homes to certain settings, 
depending on the cost of power at 
any given moment as we will be 
able to provide real time pricing 
for power. our homes will con-
tinue to utilize larger bandwidth 
streams for information and 
entertainment that will be deliv-
ered over ninestar fiber optics. 
virtually any device that is 
capable of being plugged in or use 
a battery will also be connected 
to the web and have some form of 
artificial intelligence associated 
with it. in short, our homes will 
be talking to us and we will be 
talking back.

ninestar has always been a utility 
cooperative that is defined by the 
needs of its members and custom-
ers. as their needs change, so too 
does ninestar. our members and 
customers should expect no less.

F r o M  t H e  p r e s i D e n t

MicHael
Burrow

PresideNt & ceo

MalcolM 
Jay FaDely

HANcock rurAl  
telePHoNe corPorAtioN

NiNestAr workiNG towArd A future full of milleNNiAls

Here comes tHe suN 

o n earth Day (april 22), ninestar con-
nect formally unveiled their community 
solar array by an official ribbon cutting 

event. retta livengood, executive Director of 
the greenfield chamber of commerce, gra-
ciously contributed to making this occasion 
a success! 

the array is located at 600n and 600e in 
Hancock county and purchasing a solar 
panel is a good way to invest in environmen-
tally friendly solar energy. it’s also important 
to note that ninestar will retain ownership 
of the array, and will subsequently be respon-
sible for all maintenance and repairs associ-
ated with the array. participating members 
will not be purchasing the physical panels 
but the electric output only and will receive 
a credit on their ninestar connect electric 
bill for the amount of electricity generated by 
their portion of the array during that billing 
period. these monthly solar credits will be 
paid during a 20-year period. 

so go green and go solar! if you are a 
ninestar electric customer and would like 
more information on how you can purchase a 
solar panel, please contact Brad Henderson at 
317-326-3131. 

Be PrePAred wHeN storms tHreAteN
w

e’ve all heard the saying that “april showers bring May flowers.” But are you prepared when those 
docile rain showers turn into threatening storms? “according to statistics from the national weath-
er service, in 2014 more than $75 million in property damage was caused by hazardous weather 

throughout indiana,” said David spencer, Marketing Director of ninestar connect. "while not all damage 
can be prevented, being prepared can minimize damage and reduce injury or death.” Here are some helpful 
tips from your electric cooperative for staying safe before, during and after a storm hits.

Sources: National Weather Service, Rutherford Electric Membership Corporation, Department of Homeland Security

severe weAtHer 
sAfety tiPs
Are you prepared 

when a storm hits? 
Here are some 
helpful tips to keep 
you, your loved ones 
and your property 
safe.

Have an emergency 
kit ready and 
create a family 
communication plan 
before a storm hits.

Program the 
number of your 
electric cooperative 
into your cell phone. 
This will make it 
easier to report a 
power outage.

Plumbing and 
bathroom fixtures 
can conduct 
electricity. Use with 
caution.

If you notice frayed 
wiring or sparks, or 
smell a burning odor, 
shut off the electrical 
system at the main 
circuit breaker 
immediately.

Know how to 
properly use portable 
generators if you lose 
power during the 
storm.
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PAPerless BilliNG 
A big “congratulations” to the follow-

ing individuals who won prizes for 
enrolling in paperless Billing: 

February’s winner, christopher 
Magdzinski (amazon Fire tv streaming 
Media player) 

March’s winner, chelsea shumaker 
(amazon Fire tv streaming Media 
player)

april’s winner, Jamie young (amazon 
Fire HD8 tablet) 

you could be a winner too! Just call 
our office or sign up online for paperless 
Billing today. Drawings are at the end of 
every month.

N inestar connect’s operation 
round-up committee 
meeting was held on Feb. 4 

at the company’s headquarters. 
the next application deadline 
date for operation round up is 
July 15, 2016. applications can 
be downloaded from our website 
at www.ninestarconnect.com. 
Here are some organizations that 
benefited from the oru fund this 
past quarter: 

AmericAN militAry  
HeritAGe fouNdAtioN

the purpose of the american 
Military Heritage Foundation 
is “to safely operate and profes-
sionally maintain this last flying 
example of a navy/Marine corps 
pv-2 medium attack bomber, and 
to understand the historical signif-
icance of our mission. also to have 
fun while enjoying the camarade-
rie of our members while attend-
ing to the necessary fiscal and 
safety responsibilities inherent to 
such an endeavor.” aMHF is a non-
profit organization who is always 
searching for aircraft components, 
technical data and manuals, indi-
vidual history stories and photos 
to assist their restoration efforts 
and expand their museum. 

GreeNfield PArks 
dePArtmeNt 

their mission is “to be stewards 
of the open space, greenways, 
trails and park land in greenfield 
and to serve its citizens by: pro-
viding responsive and diverse 
programs and recreational oppor-
tunities for all citizens – being 
adaptable and flexible in its land 
use – creating innovative partner-
ships with organizations with com-
mon value.” 

JeffersoN towNsHiP  
fire dePArtmeNt 

Jefferson township Fire 
Department is a volunteer, local 
organization. they are located in 
Henry county in sulphur springs, 
indiana. 

oPerAtioN rouNd-uP

GreeNfield PArks dePArtmeNt

AmericAN militAry HeritAGe fouNdAtioN

more tHAN coNquerors

HANcock couNty foP

JeffersoN towNsHiP fire dePArtmeNt

HANcock couNty 
frAterNAl order of 
Police (foP)

an organization/membership 
that supports the community 
and those who serve as pub-
lic officers. the organization 
attempts to improve the work-
ing conditions of law enforce-
ment officers and the safety of 
those they serve through educa-
tion, legislation, information 
and community involvement. 

more tHAN coNquerors

located in pendleton, indiana, 
their mission is “to aim to con-
nect individuals to god through 
Jesus christ and the Holy 
spirit, fight alongside warriors 
in the battles of their lives, and 
connect them to one another 
and to other relationships and 
resources in the community.” 

applications can be download-
ed from our website at www.
ninestarconnect.com.

A pril 1 of this year marked 
the 63rd annual Meeting 
of ninestar connect. with 

a great turn out along with 
seeing old friends/meeting new 
ones and learning more about 
ninestar, it was an overall suc-
cessful event. 

once again, the meeting was 
held at greenfield-central High 
school where a delicious meal 
was served along with free child 
care, announcement of the 2016 
scholarship winners, a work-
shop on “go green, go solar!” 
and the ever popular door priz-
es were drawn. 

this year’s winners included: 
$500: rex Mollenkopf and 

Bryan & carla Brooks
$300: Michael Holzhausen, 

James sonntag, James & vicki 
Kuebler, Kenneth Brown, John 
shaw, george scott, James 
raymer, olene veach, Delene 
isenberg and scott Kleine
$100: James Bishop, Doris 

Denny, Jan cochard, william 
paxton, Diane Janot, linda 
ward, wallace sugar creek 
Farms, william callahan, 
Joseph willis and Jerry Dunn

nancy Mann was awarded 
the $150 gasoline gift card for 
those members who attended 
the workshop. 

also at the meeting, we hon-
ored those employees with ser-
vice recognition awards. 
5 years: rusty Hansen, 

autumn Kent, lisa lemons, Jill 
snyder and Jeff summers 

10 years: Drew Hanson, 
Hunter Johnson, Dave Mccord, 
Joseph paxton – Director, 
Bryan smith and Bill westfall 
15 Years: stephanie 

carmichael, teresa Johns, Brad 
Henderson and gail levering 
20 Years: scott Hiatt 
25 Years: Jim proper 
30 Years: Jeff conley and 

steve o’connor 
 Finally, we heard from 

president & ceo, Mike Burrow, 
cFo scott Hiatt, chairman 
of the Board steve vail and a 
report and summary of dona-
tions from the operation round 
up committee. 

thank you to all who joined us 
and we will see you again next 
year! 

NiNestAr ANNuAl meetiNG recAP
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Sudoku puzzles are formatted 
as a 9x9 grid, broken down 
into nine 3x3 boxes. To solve a 
sudoku, the numbers 1 through 
9 must fill each row, column and 
box. Each number can appear 
only once in each row, column 
and box. You can figure out the 
order in which the numbers will 
appear by using the numeric 
clues already provided in the 
boxes. 

See ninestarconnect.com 
Facebook page for last edition's 
solution.

s u D o K u

Power moves reBAte ProGrAm

d avid Flench (left), Hancock wellness center Director 
receives a power Moves® rebate check from ninestar 
connect’s energy advisor, Darrin couch (right). the 

newly constructed Hancock wellness center in Mccords-
ville participated in ninestar connect’s power Moves® 
Building new construction (Bnc) program to construct 
their new facility, utilizing energy efficient lighting and 
Hvac systems. the power Moves® Bnc program is avail-
able to all ninestar connect electric members that are 
constructing new facilities. the program is designed to 
help cover the cost of including energy efficient equip-
ment into the design plans of a new facility. the member 
benefits from improved efficiency throughout the life of 
the installed equipment and the cooperative benefits by 
decreasing the demand for energy a new facility requires 
from the electric grid.

the power Moves® rebate program offers incentives for 
various energy efficiency improvements to residential 
homes, Farm buildings, schools and commercial / 
industrial facilities for both existing equipment and new 
construction. program details and applications are avail-
able by visiting www.powermoves.com.

if you are considering an energy efficiency upgrade you 
can contact Darrin couch at 317-323-2715 or dcouch@nine-
starconnect.com. as ninestar connect’s energy advisor, 
Darrin is available to help you determine the benefits of 
any project you may be considering.


