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Longtime NineStar Connect Board Member Kim L. Cronk, passed 
away unexpectedly on the evening of Monday, September 7, 2020.

Kim was born on September 1, 1955 in New Castle, Indiana, the 
son of Jack and Barbara (Taylor) Cronk.  He represented NineStar 
Connect member’s for twenty three years.  He came to the board 
when he was appointed to � ll the vacancy created by the death of 
Charles Crowe in 1997.  He most recently won re-election at the 
2020 NineStar Connect Annual Meeting.   

Kim was a proud 1974 graduate of Shenandoah High School 
and earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Education from Ball State 
University in 1977. He began his law enforcement career as a 
Henry County Reserve Deputy in 1976 and graduated from 
the Indiana Law Enforcement Academy in 1978. He served the 
citizens of Henry County as an employee of the Henry County 
Sheri� ’s Department for 38 years holding various ranks including 
two terms as Sheri� . He was currently serving his third term as a 
Commissioner and had served six years as a County Councilman. 
He was a founder of Henry County’s 911 Emergency Response 

System and the Henry County EMS. Kim was the creator of the 
Henry County Drug Task Force. He served as the Shenandoah 
School Board President for 8 years and for over 20 years served on 
the board of NineStar Connect.

Kim was passionate about Henry County’s economic development 
and was proud of working with other leaders in bringing new 
jobs to the community. He was instrumental in bringing Ivy Tech 
College, Gillman’s Home Center, Boar’s Head, Mr. Fuel Truck 
Stop, Love’s Truck Stop & McDonald’s, Crown Corporation, 
Renovation of the W.G. Smith Building, Henry County Expo, and 
the new correctional/rehabilitation center to replace the current 
Henry County Jail.

Kim is survived by his parents, Jack and Barbara Cronk of New 
Castle, two daughters, Lauren Cronk of Los Angeles, CA, and 
Leanna Cronk (� ance´: Josh Lome) of Indianapolis; former wife, 
mom of his daughters, and life-time friend Nila Miller-Cronk of 
Lebanon, a brother Jay (wife: Kim Cronk) of New Castle, several 
nieces, nephews, and cousins.

IN MEMORY OF KIM L. CRONK

NineStar Energy Advisor Matt Strahl spent several hours 
volunteering for Hancock County 4-H and it’s fairgrounds 
this summer.  He spent a great deal of time working on repairs 
and improvements to three mini project display risers and 60 
bleacher � ller boards.   Over 100 total volunteer hours went into 
completing these projects.   � e repairs and improvements were 
made possible with the help of Matt’s family along with a total 
of $1,000 donated by NineStar and 4-H to fund the purchase 
of materials needed to complete these projects.  In addition 
to all the repairs made, Matt spent an additional six hours 
volunteering with helping of the teardown and cleanup of the 
Hancock County 4-H Exhibition Hall a� er the fair was over.   
Way to go, Matt!!

NINESTAR EMPLOYEES 
ASSIST LOCAL NON PROFIT
Originally scheduled for Cooperative Service Day 2019, 
but delayed due to weather, several NineStar employees 
spent the day recently at Agape � erapeutic Riding 
Resource Center.  � e project they worked on for the day 
involved installing two sensory stations. � e same team 
from 2019 was assembled again this September to � nish 
the project. �Employees worked on installing a “Cowboy 
Curtain” which horses and riders will walk through during 
their lessons.  � ey also installed a small wooden bridge 
that the horses and riders will walk over. � e equine 
therapeutic riding center plans to add a couple more 
sensory stations to the arena each year.� While NineStar 
was onsite, they also worked on securing many old wooden 
barn panels that had come detached from the barn.  
Employees who participated were: Shane Osborne, Walter 
Hestand, Justin Armstrong, Brett Fyfe, Ryan Bewley, Deena 
Marsh and Jill Snyder.

MATT STRAHL VOLUNTEERING FOR 4-H
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CO-OP LIVING WITH MARY JANE

BY MARY JANE BOGLE

When schools switched to e-learning 
last spring, social media 
was flooded with humorous 

memes. “And just like that, everyone 
was homeschooled.” In reality, however, 
nothing could be further from the truth. As 
parents navigate the many choices for their 
children’s education this year, it’s important 
to understand just what those choices entail. 
Here are five ways homeschooling and 
e-learning through the public school aren’t 
the same.

1. SCHOOL CALENDAR. According to 
the Indiana Department of Education 
(IDOE), homeschool students are 
required to attend school for the same 
number of days as the local school 
district. For most of us, that magic 
number is 180 days of school. What 
the IDOE doesn’t stipulate, however, is 
when those days occur. And with 365 
days to choose from, homeschoolers 
have a lot of flexibility in planning 
their school year, while e-learning or 
virtual public schools stick with the 
school district’s calendar.

2. SCHOOL-DAY SCHEDULE. As long as 
homeschoolers provide an education 
equivalent to what is being offered at 
the local public school, they are free to 
build their school days around their 
lives, not the other way around. Virtual 
schooling, on the other hand, while 
offering some degree of flexibility, 
may still require mandatory webinars 
or classroom chats at specific times 
during the day.

3. CURRICULUM. Let’s face it. Not every 
educational approach works for every 
child. Homeschoolers have a lot of 
flexibility and can choose a curriculum 
that suits their children’s unique needs 
and learning styles. Just remember 
that this curriculum comes at a cost, 
which can vary widely, depending 
on the curriculum. Most e-learning 
through the local public schools, 
however, sticks with the approved 
curriculum for that district at no 
additional cost beyond the school’s 
regular fees.

4. ASSESSMENTS. Online learning 
through the local public high school, 
or even through k12.com, offers 
assessments as part of the school 
experience, whereas homeschoolers 
must purchase assessments and 
standardized tests, and sometimes hire 
a test administrator, if they want to 
discover how well their students have 
achieved state or national standards. 
[Note: In Indiana, homeschoolers are 
not required to administer such tests 
but can if they wish.]

5. THE ANSWER KEY! If trying to figure 
out a new system for math or science 
was too frustrating for you or your 
student last spring, homeschooling 
might be a good option for you. Most 
homeschool curriculums come with 
teaching resources, including step-
by-step solutions to math and science 
problems. No more guessing!

Of course, homeschooling isn’t the best 
solution—or even a feasible option—for 
every family. And remember this: no choice 
you make today is irreversible. You can 
always change direction later if the current 
plan doesn’t work. Trust me. You will not 
ruin your children this next semester, no 
matter which option you choose.
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